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Wexford’s 1916
leader honoured
by Geni Murphy

LOCAL REPUBLICAN hero Robert
Brennanwas honoured in his home-
town of Wexford on Saturday last,
when a large crowd gathered for the
unveiling of a plaquededicated tohis
memory.
Descendants joineddignitariesand

members of the community alike for
theAbbeyStreeteventtocommeorate
Wexford’s 1916Rising leader andhis-
toricpublic figure.
Outgoing Mayor of Wexford, Ger

Carthy, joinedMinister of State at the
Department of Defence, Paul Kehoe
TD, for the special ceremony.
AColourParty fromthe3rdInfantry

Battalion, Irish Defence Forces and
members of the Commodore John
Barry branch of theNational Organi-
sation for Ex-Service Personnell were
also inattendance.
Renownedlocalhistorianandwrit-

erNicky Furlong gave a short address
to the assembled audience onRobert
Brennan’s life before the memorial
wasofficiallyunveiled.
“Robert Brennan, one of our great-

est,most courageous heroes is at last
given thegratitudeand theeminence
hedeserves,”Mr. Furlong said.
“After seventy years Wexford hon-

ours a man who was born here,
walked these very streets, played,
developed and grew to manhood, a
man who became a colossus in Ire-
land’shistory,”he said.
Those in attendance heard how

BrennanwasDirector of Publicity for
theRepublicanforcesduring theIrish
CivilWarandspentmuchtimeinBrit-
ish jails as a result.
Having led theWexfordVolunteers

duringtheRising,Brennanwasarrest-
ed, jailed,court-martialledanddueto
beexecutedatKilmainhamJail.
On the morning of his execution,

however, British Prime Minister
Asquith ordered a halt to the serial
executionson footofUSdemands.

Brennan went onto have a varied
public career through politics, jour-
nalismwithTheEchoanddiplomacy.
The 1916 leader became the first

DirectorGeneralof theIrishPressand
later Ireland’s First Minister to the
USA, a Washington-based post he
would hold throughout the second
WorldWar.
Onhis return to Ireland, the distin-

guishedWexfordmanwas appointed
Director of Broadcasting for Radio
Éireann.
It was in this post that Brennan

remaineduntil retirement.
Wexford Parish Administrator

Father Aodhán Markam and Canon
Arthur Minion blessed the Abbey
Street memorial to Brennan, which
was officially unveiled by his
grandaughter SuzanneMaher.
Lieutenant Keelan O’Toole of the

IrishDefenceForcesreadout theIrish
Proclomation at the event, while
wreaths were laid on behalf of the
IrishGovernment, thepeopleofWex-
fordandRobertBrennan’s relatives.
Talented local musician Anthony

Nolan played The Last Post and Rev-
eille as LieutenantO’Toole raised the
IrishNational flagduring theceremo-
ny.
In conclusion, St. Patrick’s Fife and

Drumband playedAmhrán na bhFi-
anntoroundoffoneof themostsignif-
icant events in Wexford’s 1916 com-
memorations’ calendar.
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